
Whitman Mills  
Riverside Avenue, between Coffin Street and Manomet Street, New Bedford 
Established in 1895 by Harding, Whitman & Co. The Whitman Mills were one of the first new textile companies in the city 
founded by outside interests. Named after William Whitman (1842-1928), a Nova Scotia native who began his career in 
1867 at the Arlington Mills in Lawrence. In 1909, Harding and Whitman split. These mills remained part of Edgar Harding’s 
interests. William Whitman kept the nearby Manomet and Nonquit Mills (as William Whitman & Company), and then 
began a period of great expansion northward.  In 1917 the Whitman Mills had a capacity of 175,088 spindles and 4,932 
looms. 

Mill No. 1 (1896) measures 980 ft by 125 ft with 2 stories; Mill No. 2 (1902) is 570 ft by 104 ft with 2 stories;  
Weave Shed #2 is 301’ x 303’, with a 35’ wide, 2-story Cloth Room along the Coffin Street end. Weave Shed #1 was built 
in 1910 across Riverside Avenue, and demolished in 1934, after the Whitman Mills Corporation was dissolved. The 
Whitman Mills had a central powerhouse serving the entire complex. 
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Manomet Mills - Riverside Ave / Belleville Avenue / King Street, New Bedford 
Established in 1903 under the partnership of Edgar Harding and William Whitman for the production of medium and heavy 
combed cotton yarns. Mills No. 1 and No. 2 were each powered by their own powerhouse, which contained Corliss engines 
that powered generators and rope drives to operate the spinning departments. Manomet Mills (1-3) had 203,040 spindles 
in 1917. After the opening of Mill No. 4 on King Street in 1921 it had 318,000 spindles. 

Mill #1 (1903) – 506’ x 133’ x 3.5 stories 
Mill #2 (1908) – 488’ x 125’ x 3.5 stories 
Mill #3 (1916) – 618’ long (+ 1 story sawtooth shed) - Sold to Nashawena in 1925, converted to weaving, as Nashawena 
Mill “B”. Later owned by Aerovox. Demolished by USEPA in 2011 due to ongoing concerns with contamination. 
Mill #4 (1921) – Originally to be named “Waquoit”, Manomet No. 4 was chosen. (More info on Page 8, below).

1910 view of Manomet Mills #1 and #2 

1921 view of Manomet Mills 1 through 4 
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Aerial view of Manomet Mill No. 3 (since demolished), aka Nashawena “B” / Aerovox Mill. 
Later additions along Howard Ave. by Nashawena (and later Acushnet Process Company / Acushnet Rubber Company.) 

Nonquit Mill No. 2 is at the top of this image (now occupied by Titleist). 

Nonquit Spinning Company - Belleville Avenue, New Bedford 

Established in 1906 as part of the partnership of Edgar Harding and William Whitman for the production of fine combed 
cotton yarns. Became as Nonquitt Mills in 1929 (both spinning and weaving). 
Mill #1 (1906) – 478’ x 130’ x 3 stories (+ 2 story addition) – Sold to Fiber Leather Manufacturing Company in 1948. Mill 
#2 (1909) – 565’ x 136’ x 4 stories – Sold to Aerovox Corporation in 1952, as their No. 2 Plant. Sold to Acushnet 
Process Company in 1966 (later Acushnet Rubber Company / Titleist). 
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NASHAWENA MILLS - Belleville Avenue, New Bedford 

Incorporated in June 1909 as part of William Whitman & Company, just after the split with Harding. This mill 
produced fine combed cotton cloth. It was considered among the largest and most modern textile factories when built 
in 1910. Spinning Mill #1 (1910) 794' x 136' x 4 stories, with 255' addition built in 1916 
Weave Shed (1910) – Two-story weave shed, said to be the largest weave shed in the world (803'x278') + (255' x 155') 
Addition built in 1922 (1,058' overall length). - Now occupied by Joseph Abboud Manufacturing Co.
Power Plant (1910) – Provided electric power for the two Nashawena Mills across Belleville Avenue. 
1917 Capacity: 145,000 spindles and 3,324 looms. In 1925, Nashawena purchased Manomet #3, which became known as 
Nashawena Mill “B”.  Weave shed added. In 1925, Plant “B” was sold to General Cotton Corporation. Nashawena Plant 
“A” operated until 1935, and was partly re-opened in 1937. 

Nashawena Mills Weave Shed and Spinning Mill (1910) 

Nashawena Power Plant and Office (1910) 
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Belleville Warehouse (1916) Nash 
Road & King Street, New Bedford, 
MA; Reinforced concrete; 964-ft x 
100-ft x 7 stories;  Capacity for 50,000 
bales of cotton. It was purchased by 
Firestone in 1929. After 1945 it was 
occupied by the General Services 
Administration (into the 1970s). Until 
recently, it used as a warehouse by 
Building #19 Discount Chain (closed 
in 2013). 

Manomet Mill No. 4 (1921); King Street, 
New Bedford, MA; The largest single-
unit spinning mill in the world, designed 
with a capacity of 115,200 spindles for 
the production of cotton tire yarns 
(750,000 pounds per week), with 
electric power provided by the city 
plant. Main mill is 892 long by 168 wide 
with 3 stories and a saw tooth roof. The 
picker (seen here at left) is 130 long by 
110 wide with 2 stories. The massive 
plant never operated at full capacity, 
and was sold to the Firestone Rubber 
Co. in 1927.  In 1967, Firestone sold it to 
its present owner, Chamberlain 
Manufacturing Company, a maker of 
garage door openers. 
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