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Androscoggin River bridges but the " Swinging 
Bridge" survived. Impassible for a time the repairs 
included new wooden flooring, hand rails, cable 
replacement and the addition of large concrete 
anchors on each shore. 

Two to three hundred people a day use the bridge 
and are treated not only to interesting views but to 
the gently, but very noticeable, "swinging' of the 
bridge as they walk across. 

The bridges wooden decking is fifteen to twenty 
feet above the fast flowing river and affords the 
traveler splendid views down the river to the old 

Cabot Mills which have been renovated into sever­
al uses ranging from elegant law offices to light 
manufacturing. 

A view up river allows for a good view of what the 
locals call the "Black Bridge" which has two lev­
els. The top level is the old Maine Central Railroad 
line connecting· -:Brunswick to Lewiston Maine. 
The lower level is a wooden planked single lane 
for automobiles. Great etiquette is required by 
operators of automobiles to travel over the bridges 
single lane. 

The total estimated cost of the restoration is $ 
454,000. Of that figure$ 228,000 is from Federal 
Enhancement Funds and$ 76,000 in bonds from 
the State of Maine. 

A capital campaign is under way to raise$ 150,000 
from the communities of Brunswick and Topsham 
to be raised entirely from the private sector. 

For further information or to donate to the 
"Swinging Bridge Fund" you can contact or make 
checks payable to The Swinging Bridge Fund P.O. 
Box 281 Brunswick Maine 04011 of donate on 
line at www.saveourbridge.org 
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Membership Application Form 
The Society for Industrial Archeology promotes the identification, interpretation, preservation; and modern utilization of his­
toric industrial and engineering sites, structures and equipment. 

Northern New England Chapter 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Northeastern New York 

D Regular $10.00 

D Student $5.00 

D Lifetime $100.00 
Make check payable to NNEC-SIA and 
mail to: 
Carolyn Weatherwax 
305 Heritage Way 
Gansevoort, NY 12831 

Southern New England Chapter 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut 

D Regular $15.00 

D Student $10.00 

D Lifetime $150.00 
Make check payable to SNEC­
SIA and mail to: 
Martha Mayer 
133 Griswold Road 
Wethersfield, CT 96109-3694 

Chapter members are encouraged to join 
the national Society for Industrial 
Archeology 

D Regular $35.00 

D Student $20.00 
Make check payable to SIA and mail to: 
SIA-HQ 
Dept. Social Sciences 
Michigan Technological University 
1400 Townsend Drive 
Houghton, MI 49931-1295 

Name: -------,------------------___;e-mail: _____________ _ 

Address: _______ _______ ___ ______________________ _ 

Phone: __________ _____ _ 

Chapter dues do not include membership to national SIA. 
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