














Sharpe Trout Hatchery 

A 19th-century trout hatchery site 
in Vernon, Connecticut, was recently 
nominated to the national Register of 
Historic Places. The trout hatchery was 
built in 1871 by Christian Sharpe, the 
rifle maker, and was on the verge of 
becoming the country's largest trout 
producer when it closed down after 
Sharpe's unexpected death in 1874. 
American fish culture was in its infancy 
at the time, and was a response to the 
decline of fish populations by 200 years 
of unrestricted fishing, agricultural land 
modification, industrial dam construc
tion and water pollution. When Sharpe 
set up his hatchery trout were so scarce 
they sold for $1.00 per pound when the 
going wage was $1.00 per day. The 
potential profits for a trout breeder were 
enormous. Trout breeding, however, 
was in its infancy at the time, and very 
little was known about the early meth
ods. Sharpe's hatchery site provides a 
rare g limpse into early trout propagation 
practices. 

A reporter from a local newspaper 
visited the hatchery in 1873 and wrote 
of a hatching house "furnished with gal
vanized iron troughs, through which 
fresh water of course, is continually 
flowing; " " numerous little pens or 
flumes, all carefully guarded with 
screens made of fine wire cloth for 
keeping the young broods in their allot
ted quarters;" a "one story cottage ... for 
use of the man in charge, nights;" and 
several pools, including one of two or 
three rods square and two or three feet 
deep which housed 1,000 three-year-old 
fish, and another with about 2,000 One
year-old fish." The newspaper went on 
to report that Sharpe "had facilities for 
hatching 300,000 one-year-old trout 
now, and expects to enlarge from time to 
time, and next year will probably pro
duce 500,000. If his expectations are 
realized (and they seem quite reason
able) he will be the largest trout produc
er in the United States." Unfortunately, 
Sharpe died the next year. 

The hatchery site today is so over-

grown it is barely visible. No buildings 
are standing. A series of shallow depres
sions are remnants of the breeding and 
rearing pools. The site was built at a 
bend in a stream from which water was 
diverted via a rubble dam and a feeder to 
the pools. Water from the feeder flowed 
to and over a 40-foot-long dam/retaining 
wall into a 70-foot by 45-foot pond, and 
from over a small dam into a second 
pond, 40 feet by 25 feet. A third pond, 
90 feet by 15 feet, is connected to the 
second pond and then reconnects to the 
main stream. The dams aerated the 
water to provide a healthy environment 
for the fish. Each pond is stone-lined, 
and an earthen berm was constructed 
between th ponds and stream to protect 
the pools from flooding, which would 
have decimated the trout crop. New the 
pools are three discrete 15 feet by 25 
feet depressions, each about two and a 
half feet deep, which may be holding 
pools. A rectangular 60- by 70-foot con
figuration of fieldstone may represent 
the hatchery house remains. The cottage 
location is unclear. No subsurface test
ing of the site was done, nor was it 
cleared; it has been left undisturbed. 

Men like Sharpe, although motivat
ed by profits developed the science that 
was later adopted by the state and feder
al governments and are responsible for a 
raising the awareness of the need for 
fish conservation and propagation. The 
early fish culturalists pushed the New 
England states, the first in the nation to 
establish fish commissions that 
formally recognize and act to correct the 
depletion of fish stocks. They then pro
vided the states with trout for stocking. 
The American Fisheries Society, estab
lished in 1870 by private fish culturalists 
like Sharpe, was one of the first private 
natural resources management organiza
tions in the United States and was 
directly responsible for the establish
ment one year later of the Federal Fish 
Commission, which evolved into the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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Mary G. Harper 
Storrs, cr 

William D. Smith Historic 
Bridge Symposium Planned 

for Spring of 1998 

The SIA-SNEC, the Massachu
setts Historical Commission, McGinley
Hart and Associates, and other organiza
tions are co-sponsors of a planned 
William D. Smith Historic Bridge 
Symposium, to be held in Boston at a 
date in March/April 1998 to be 
announced. The purpose of the proposed 
symposium will be to commemorate the 
achievements of the late Bill Smith in 
promoting historic bridge preservation 
by providing a forum for the presenta
tion and discussion of case studies, tech
nical issues, and innovative approaches 
to the recording, rehabilitation, restora
tion and reuse of historic bridges, with a 
particular focus on the New England 
region. Tentative plans are for a week
day afternoon session and an evening 
dinner. (Subsequent symposia may be 
longer.) The program will be directed 
toward engineers who are working in 
the field of historic bridge rehabilitation, 
at regional historic preservation and 
transportation planning agencies, and 
others who do planning or consulting 
work in the field. Program plans are for 
four significant presentations in the 
afternoon; a reception; and then an 
evening dinner with a keynote speaker. 
Probable location will be at the 
Massachusetts State Archives next to the 
Kennedy Library on the south side of 
Boston. Exhibits of bridge drawings 
and/or photographs may be set up dur
ing the symposium. Those interested in 
participating or especially in making a 
presentation should contact Elsa 
Fitzgerald or Michael Steinitz at the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
msteinitz@ mhc.sec.state.ma.us or 
efitzgerald@mhc.sec.state.ma. us; Tel. 
(617) 727-8470 Fax (617) 288-4505. 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

' 220 Morrissey Blvd., Boston, MA 
02125. 



Village Hill Road Bridge in 
Columbia and Lebanon, CT 

The Village Hill Road Bridge in the 
Towns of Columbia and Lebanon was 
recently slated for rehabilitation and 
widening through the Connecticut State 
Department of Transportation 
(ConnDOT) State and Federal Local 
Bridge Program. The Town of Columbia 
selected Anchor Engineering Services, 
Inc. of Glastonbury, Connecticut, to 
develop an engineering design for 
improving this historic crossing. The 
bridge was constructed in 1909 across 
the Tenmile River and is an important 
example of an historic stone arch bridge. 

While the Town of Columbia and 
ConnDOT recognize the value of the 
historic bridge, the substructure is in 
need of repair and the constant flow of 
daily traffic presents a hazardous situa
tion for motorists, pedestrians and bicy
clists. As with so many rural historic 
bridges, the challenge becomes how to 
best maintain the service life of the 
bridge while respecting its historic and 
aesthetic values. Those values take on 
added significance in rural communities 
such as Columbia and Lebanon where 
rural local roads play a large role in pre
serving community character. 

The Village Hill Road Bridge is a 
narrow crossing (14 feet in width), nes
tled in the rolling terrain of rural eastern 
Connecticut. It has a single 20-foot span 
consisting of a stone masonry arch sup
ported by stone masonry abutments with 
stone masonry wing walls. The bridge's 
rough-faced cut ring stones define the 
arch in the shape of a cir~le segment ris
ing from straight sides about 4 feet high. 
Overall, the crown of the arch is about 
10 feet above the water level of the 
Tenmile River. The bridge crosses the 
river at a wooded location where coun
try road meets country road. Although 
the circumstances surrounding its con
struction remain somewhat of a mystery, 
it is likely that it was constructed both to 
serve the local sawmill industry and to 
withstand potential flooding from the 
mill pond just upstream. 

The design solution proposed for 
rehabilitating and widening this bridge 
is to restore one side of the bridge while 
widening and reconstructing the other 
side. The existing stone masonry arch 
and stone masonry parapet wall, end 
walls and wing walls on the west side of 
the bridge will be restored in place. The 
existing parapet wall, end walls, and 
wing walls on the east side of the bridge 
will then be removed and the remaining 

The Village Hill Road historic arch bridge profile looking southeast. 
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structure will be widened to the east 
with a poured in place concrete arch 
supported by poured-in-place concrete 
abutments with wing walls. The recon
structed portions of the structure will 
receive a stone masonry facing to match 
the existing bridge. The rehabilitated 
bridge will, when complete, have an 
overall travel width of 26.25 feet. 
HAER documentation is currently being 
completed for the Village Hill Road 
Bridge. Though contingent on available 
funding, the rehabilitation and construc
tion phases are planned for 1998. 

Carol Gould 
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. 

Hartford, Connecticut 

Whoopie! 
When my book was published back 

in September, 1992, I said to myself that 
if they were all sold in five years, I 
would be happy. I hereby notify every
one that I am officially happy! Of the 
original 1525 copies of 200 Years of 
Soot and Sweat: The History and 
Archeology of Vermont's Iron, Charcoal, 
and Lime Industries I had printed, I have 
fewer than 30 copies remaining, good 
enough for a rousing "Whoopie!" 

That out of the way, anyone inter
ested in copies, I have only hard cover
copies remaining, which I am selling at 
$35 (down from $39.95) plus $2 S&H. I 
also have a few slightly damaged soft
cover copies (cover spots and scratches, 
but otherwise complete) that I will sell 
to students only for $10, postage paid 
(include photocopy of current J.D. with 
order). Make check payable to me. See 
review by Dennis Howe in Vol. 13, No. 
1, 1993 Chapters Newsletter, pp. 5-6. 

Vic Rolondo 
214 Jefferson Heights 

Bennington, VT 05201 
(802) 442-0105 



Great Bowdoin Mill Update 

(Editor's note: the following is 
from the Brunswick, Maine, Times 
Record, October 20, 1997. It is a follow
up to previous items concerning the 
Great Bowdoin Mill in Topsham, 
Maine, which have appeared in this 
Newsletter . ) 

A scalded-down version of the 
Great Bowdoin Mill redevelopment pro
ject, which would remove all but four of 
the historic buildings on site to make 
room for parking spaces, will be market
ed to prospective tenants. 

RE Management, which holds an 
option on the 119-year-old property, will 
begin looking for several tenants to rent 
about 35,000 square feet of office or 
retail space at the mill. 

The new development plan would 
cost between $4 and $4.5 million, 
including about $1 million in public 
money. The developer would likely 
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To apply for membership in either 
the Southern or Northern New England 
Chapter of the Society for Industrial 
Archeology please fill out the following 
form. Membership in either Chapter 
automatically includes a subscription to 
the Newsletter. 

require an agreement with the town in 
which some of the taxes generated from 
developing the mm would be returned to 
help pay for the improvements to the 
property. 

Last year a feasibility study of a 
70,000-square-foot development that 
would keep most of the existing build
ing and provide enough parking for a 
business like a call center was studied 
by a group of architects and engineers 
put together by developers and the town. 
They determined that it would cost more 
than $10 million for the project, about 
half coming from grants and other pub
lic sources. 

No potential tenant could be found 
for the mil, said Margaret Murphy, the 
director of Topsham Development, Inc. 
" It failed from a marketing standpoint," 
she said. 

The scaled-down plan would 
require less expensive site work, 
because parking lots could be built on 

Northern New England: 

___ Regular $10.00 U.S. 

___ Student $3.00 u.s. 

Make checks payable to: Northern New 
England Chapter, Society for Industrial 
Archeology, and mail to: 

Walter Ryan 
Tresurer, NNEC 
PO Box 1321 
Claremont, NH 03753 

Name: 

Address: 

Telephone: 
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the ground where some of the buildings 
now stand. The new plan would pre
serve the landmark brick mill building, 
and three others including the building 
which now houses SAD 75's adminis
trative offices. 

"Its not an ideal situation from a 
historical preservation perspective," 
said Frank Fiori, Topsham's planner. 
"I've spent eight years working on this 
project and it would be nice if someone 
would step forward to preserve the 
whole site, but it might be a case where 
half a loaf is better than none," Fiori 
said. 

Now the developer will look for 
tenants and work with the selectmen to 
determine what the town's role will be, 
Murphy said. 

Any agreement they reach will 
have to be approved by the voters at a 
town meeting, she said. 

Southern New England: 

___ Regular $10.00 u.s. 

___ Student $5.00 u.s. 

___ Life $100.00 U.S. 

Make checks payable to: Southern New 
England Chapter, Society for Industrial 
Archeology, and mail to: 

Jack Yerkes 
Treasurer, SNEC-SIA 
108 Mountain Extension Road 
Tariffville, CT 06081 
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