























Village Hill Road Bridge in
Columbia and Lebanon, CT

The Village Hill Road Bridge in the
Towns of Columbia and Lebanon was
recently slated for rehabilitation and
widening through the Connecticut State
Department of Transportation
(ConnDOT) State and Federal Local
Bridge Program. The Town of Columbia
selected Anchor Engineering Services,
Inc. of Glastonbury, Connecticut, to
develop an engineering design for
improving this historic crossing. The
bridge was constructed in 1909 across
the Tenmile River and is an important
example of an historic stone arch bridge.

While the Town of Columbia and
ConnDOT recognize the value of the
historic bridge, the substructure is in
need of repair and the constant flow of
daily traffic presents a hazardous situa-
tion for motorists, pedestrians and bicy-
clists. As with so many rural historic
bridges, the challenge becomes how to
best maintain the service life of the
bridge while respecting its historic and
aesthetic values. Those values take on
added significance in rural communities
such as Columbia and Lebanon where
rural local roads play a large role in pre-
serving community character.

.

The Village Hill Road Bridge is a
narrow crossing (14 feet in width), nes-
tled in the rolling terrain of rural eastern
Connecticut. It has a single 20-foot span
consisting of a stone masonry arch sup-
ported by stone masonry abutments with
stone masonry wing walls. The bridge’s
rough-faced cut ring stones define the
arch in the shape of a circle segment ris-
ing from straight sides about 4 feet high.
Overall, the crown of the arch is about
10 feet above the water level of the
Tenmile River. The bridge crosses the
river at a wooded location where coun-
try road meets country road. Although
the circumstances surrounding its con-
struction remain somewhat of a mystery,
it is likely that it was constructed both to
serve the local sawmill industry and to
withstand potential flooding from the
mill pond just upstream.

The design solution proposed for
rehabilitating and widening this bridge
is to restore one side of the bridge while
widening and reconstructing the other
side. The existing stone masonry arch
and stone masonry parapet wall, end
walls and wing walls on the west side of
the bridge will be restored in place. The
existing parapet wall, end walls, and
wing walls on the east side of the bridge
will then be removed and the remaining

The Village Hill Road historic arch bridge profile looking southeast.

structure will be widened to the east
with a poured in place concrete arch
supported by poured-in-place concrete
abutments with wing walls. The recon-
structed portions of the structure will
receive a stone masonry facing to match
the existing bridge. The rehabilitated
bridge will, when complete, have an
overall travel width of 26.25 feet.
HAER documentation is currently being
completed for the Village Hill Road
Bridge. Though contingent on available
funding, the rehabilitation and construc-
tion phases are planned for 1998.

Carol Gould
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.
Hartford, Connecticut

Whoopie!

When my book was published back
in September, 1992, I said to myself that
if they were all sold in five years, I
would be happy. I hereby notify every-
one that I am officially happy! Of the
original 1525 copies of 200 Years of
Soot and Sweat: The History and
Archeology of Vermont’s Iron, Charcoal,
and Lime Industries 1 had printed, I have
fewer than 30 copies remaining, good
enough for a rousing “Whoopie!”

That out of the way, anyone inter-
ested in copies, I have only hard cover-
copies remaining, which I am selling at
$35 (down from $39.95) plus $2 S&H. I
also have a few slightly damaged soft-
cover copies (cover spots and scratches,
but otherwise complete) that I will sell
to students only for $10, postage paid
(include photocopy of current 1.D. with
order). Make check payable to me. See
review by Dennis Howe in Vol. 13, No.
1, 1993 Chapters Newsletter, pp. 5-6.

Vic Rolondo

214 Jefferson Heights
Bennington, VT 05201
(802) 442-0105



Great Bowdoin Mill Update

(Editor’s note: the following is
from the Brunswick, Maine, Times
Record, October 20, 1997. It is a follow-
up to previous items concerning the
Great Bowdoin Mill in Topsham,
Maine, which have appeared in this
Newsletter .)

A scalded-down version of the
Great Bowdoin Mill redevelopment pro-
ject, which would remove all but four of
the historic buildings on site to make
room for parking spaces, will be market-
ed to prospective tenants.

RE Management, which holds an
option on the 119-year-old property, will
begin looking for several tenants to rent
about 35,000 square feet of office or
retail space at the mill.

The new development plan would
cost between $4 and $4.5 million,
including about $1 million in public
money. The developer would likely
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require an agreement with the town in
which some of the taxes generated from
developing the mill would be returned to
help pay for the improvements to the
property.

Last year a feasibility study of a
70,000-square-foot development that
would keep most of the existing build-
ing and provide enough parking for a
business like a call center was studied
by a group of architects and engineers
put together by developers and the town.
They determined that it would cost more
than $10 million for the project, about
half coming from grants and other pub-
lic sources.

No potential tenant could be found
for the mil, said Margaret Murphy, the
director of Topsham Development, Inc.
“It failed from a marketing standpoint,”
she said.

The scaled-down plan would
require less expensive site work,
because parking lots could be built on

Northern New England:

Regular $10.00 U.S.

Student $3.00 U.S.

Make checks payable to: Northern New
England Chapter, Society for Industrial
Archeology, and mail to:

the ground where some of the buildings
now stand. The new plan would pre-
serve the landmark brick mill building,
and three others including the building
which now houses SAD 75’s adminis-
trative offices.

“Its not an ideal situation from a
historical preservation perspective,”
said Frank Fiori, Topsham’s planner.
“I’ve spent eight years working on this
project and it would be nice if someone
would step forward to preserve the
whole site, but it might be a case where
half a loaf is better than none,” Fiori
said.

Now the developer will look for
tenants and work with the selectmen to
determine what the town’s role will be,
Murphy said.

Any agreement they reach will
have to be approved by the voters at a
town meeting, she said.
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