
































Woolen had the effect of preserving
intact the Mills as they had evolved
by 1892 under the leadership of
Jonathan Sawyer and his son, Charles
H. Sawyer.

Thus, the unique circumstances of
a mill complex built up laterally
(rather than vertically) over a period
of two decades by one family, economic
collapse in 1898 in response to
industry-wide conditions and the
Depression of 1893-1897, and the sub-
sequent "caretakership" by American
Woolen during the long decline of the
New England textile industry -—all
combined to preserve this extra-
ordinary monument to the energy and
ability of the Sawyer family and its
particular wvision of a woolen mill at
the peak of the industry.

The Upper Mills complex has re-
cently been converted to apartments,
while the Lower Mills building cont-
inues as a manufacturing facility
under separate ownership, as is the
remarkable Italianate rowhouse known
as "The Ten Commandments,” between the
two buildings. As abovementioned,
eight of the ten houses remain on the
street leading up to the front of the
Upper Mills. In addition, much later
nineteenth century mill housing
remains in the immediate area, notably
on Monroe Street. The Jonathan Sawyer
Mansion, which stood on the site now
occupied by Burger King Restaurant,
was demolished in the 195@s. Its ex-
tensive grounds extended up the hill
and are now covered with twentieth
century housing. Remaining in that
area, however, is the circular brick
reservoir and wool-storage building,
converted to a house. Although the
Sawyer Mill complex has been bisected
by the Spaulding Turnpike, the visitor
can gain a good idea of its plan by
following the major landmarks and
noting the location of the railroad,
which remains. Continuing up the hill
from the front of the Upper Mills, one
will find the Dover Cemetery, where
prominent monuments memorialize
Jonathan Sawyer and other family
members.
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NEW MEMBERS
SOUGHT
Both the Southern & Northern

New England Chapters
are eagerly seeking

NEW MEMBERS.

All members are asked to

ENLIST NEW PEOPLE
NOW.

If each current member were to
bring in one new member

OUR ROLLS WOULD
DOUBLE.

Dues are
ONLY $5.00 PER YEAR.

There isn’t a better bargain

ANYWHERE!

IT WOULD MAKE A NICE GIFT
for that
hard-to-shop-for person.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

To apply for membership in either
the Southern or Northern New England
Chapter of The Society for Industrial
Archeology please fill out the follow-
ing form. (Members must also belong
to the national Society for Industrial
Archeology.) Membership in either
Chapter automatically includes a sub-
scription to the Newsletter.

Southern New England:

Regular $5.00 U.S.

Student $3.00 U.s.
Northern New England:

Regular $5.00 U.S.

Student $3.00 U.S.
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Make checks payable to: Southern New
England Chapter, Society for Indus-
trial Archeology and mail to :

Fred Roe

Treasurer, SNEC-SIA
837 Winter Street
Holliston, MA 01746

or

Northern New England Chapter Society
for Industrial Archeology and mail to:

Vic Rolando

33 Howard Street
Pittsfield, MA 01201

Name:

Address:
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